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Faith Family Worship Guide – Week 44
MEMORIZE

1 Corinthians 16:13-14 – Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love. 
READ 

Read 1 Corinthians 16:13-14. 
This week we wrap up our study of 1 Corinthians. This book gives us Paul’s answers to many questions the church faces.  His answers do not include abandoning the church or reducing it to an optional institution.  These words of Paul help to reshape our thinking so that we will define the church not along lines of self-expression and individual interests but along lines of humble, self-denying love and care. Even in this last section of the letter Paul points to some crucial aspects of church life in need of salvage if the Corinthian church was to continue.  As we take an honest look at this, we would do well to think critically and humbly about our own faith family.  We would do well to receive Paul’s instruction, direction, challenge, and encouragement.
Questions:

Why is it important for us to be watchful?

What does it mean to “stand firm in the faith?”
In what ways do we as a church show love to other people?
Bottom Line: All we do should be done in love.
SING
This week's family worship song is “O Church Arise”, written by Kristyn and Keith Getty. We see in scripture how the apostle Paul genuinely and zealously loved the church of God. At the end of his first letter to the church at Corinth, he challenged the Corinthians to let all that they do be done in love. (1 Corinthians 16:14) In light of Paul's words to the church, let us love one another with humble, self-denying love and care as we respond to the call of "Christ our Captain" singing together, "O Church arise!". Let us stand firm in our faith as we look to and long for the day "when with Christ we stand in glory".
Visit our website for a link to this song: www.brookhills.org/gathering/this_week.html.
SUGGESTIONS
These suggestions were created by the age-group ministry leaders as a way to help parents better communicate the biblical truths discussed in the Family Worship Guide.  These suggestions are intended to help parents facilitate God-centered discussions with their children.  Parents should prayerfully use these suggestions, and any other means necessary, to help their children discover the truths of God’s word and worship Him together.

Preschool
· Before you begin, you will need your Bible and a picture of a team of people (you can print one from the internet).
· Talk with your preschooler about what it means to be on a team. The dictionary says that a team is a group of people on the same side, as in a game, or a group organized to work together for a common goal.  Compare the similarities of being a member of a team to being a member of the community of Christ and a member of our Faith Family.  Our common goal is to share the good news of Jesus with others and to love each other.  

· Play a sport together.  Share how everyone must work together as a team to win.  As Christ followers and members of our Faith Family, we must love each other, work together and show God’s love to one another.  Talk about specific ways we as a church show love to each other.

· God’s love is given freely and we should share that love with each other.  We need to share that love with people in our church, family, and community.  

· God loved us so much that He sent His one and only Son to earth to die on a cross so that we could have eternal life. God wants us to choose to follow Him and to love Him more than anything. He wants us to turn away from our sin and to trust Him.  God wants us to share the good news of what Jesus has done for us with others too. 

· Conclude your family time with prayer and thank God for our faith family.  Ask God to help you find ways to show love to member of our church and family.

Children
· Gather construction paper, markers, and your Bible and sit down with your children at the table. Read the 1 Cor.: 13-14. 

· Focus on verse 13 and ask your children to explain what it means to be watchful. Let them share some ideas. 

· Remind them that Paul wrote this book and he is giving instructions to the body of Christ. He is telling us how the church is supposed to act. 

· Make sure they understand that to be watchful a person needs to be on guard, they need to be careful about their actions, how they are living, and the kinds of influences they are allowing. 

· Point out that Paul also warns the church to stand firm in the faith. 

· Allow your children to each choose a piece of construction paper and draw a line across the paper dividing it in half. On the top half, have them list some things that might help a person stay firm in the faith (e.g. gathering with other believers, praying together, studying God’s Word, confessing sins, etc.). 

· Read verse 14 and explain that Paul is telling believers to do everything in love. Have your child draw a big heart in the center of the bottom half of the paper. Give them a few minutes to decorate the heart and then have them share some words that help define love. Have them write a few of these words on the bottom half of the page around the heart.

· Ask them to explain what they think it means to do everything in love. Does this always mean giving people what they want or telling people what they want to hear? 

· Remind them that loving someone means we are honest and we speak the truth, even if sometimes it is hard. (You might share an example of a time you had to discipline your children). 

· Look at the two lists with your child and remind them that we have been learning all about how to be the body of Christ as God intends, and Paul is wrapping up his letter with a main point—everything should be done in love. 

· Emphasize that as we stand firm in our faith, God will help us do everything in love.
Students

· Letter writing is not something we spend much time doing in our culture today.  In the midst of global-reaching relationships and social networks, our communication is far less intentional and remains focused on things far less important; but letter writing is different.  People spend far more time thinking through what they want to say, how they want to say it, and focus on issues of greater depth in their hand-written letters.  
· As you begin your time together as a family, ask each person to choose someone to write a letter to.  Once they have decided, tell them that they must write only what they would want to say if they knew that they were not going to communicate with this person again for one year.  Give everyone fifteen to twenty minutes to complete his or her letter.

· Once everyone comes back together, read I Corinthians 16:13-14.

· Ask everyone to share some of the things that they wrote in their letters.  How did they choose what to write?  What things were the most important to them to convey?  What difference did make in what they wrote knowing they wouldn’t be communicating with this person for a year?  

· Remind everyone that Paul was writing in light of the fact that he was not sure when he would get a chance to communicate with or see this group of people again.  This last chapter contains several words of greeting, salutation, and encouragement; however, there is one central admonition Paul gives in these two verses.  Ask your students why they think Paul instructed them to be watchful.  What did he mean by “standing firm in the faith, act like men, and be strong?”  What issues had this church struggled with that Paul may have had in mind while he was writing this?
· At the end of verse fourteen Paul instructs his readers to do everything in love.  How were Paul’s encouragements, instructions, and even rebuke “loving” throughout this book?  What was his desire for these people?  What does this tell us about having tough communication with people that can sometimes involve correcting them in an area of their life?  How can you be more intentional in how you communicate with the people you love and care about?  Are there issues that you avoid with someone because you are afraid to confront them in love?  What would be the most loving way to communicate with this person?  As a final encouragement remind everyone that Paul’s letter was to them as well.  From Paul’s warnings we can learn to be watchful, firm, strong, and loving, then use his approach in how we relate to others.
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